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people. I realize you are trying to jug-
gle a lot of different bills and con-
ference reports. But to the extent we
could work to make that happen, I am
sure Members would appreciate that.

Mr. ARMEY. I do appreciate that. I
do think the Members ought to cer-
tainly make sure they make good ar-
rangements for Monday night next
week.

Mr. GEPHARDT. I thank the gen-
tleman.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill, H.R. 1868, and that I
be able to insert tabular and extra-
neous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAMP). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

f

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1996

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 170 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1868.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Utah [Mr. HANSEN] as Chairman
of the Committee of the Whole, and re-
quests the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
BOEHNER] to assume the chair tempo-
rarily.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved it-
self into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1868)
making appropriations for foreign op-
erations, export financing, and related
programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 1996, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. BOEHNER, Chairman pro
tempore, in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the bill is considerd as
having been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama [Mr. CALLAHAN] will be recog-
nized for 30 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. WILSON] will
be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama [Mr. CALLAHAN].

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. CALLAHAN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Chairman, be-
fore I address the contents of this ap-
propriations bill, let me take a mo-
ment to thank the staff of our Sub-

committee on Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing and Related Programs.
This newly assembled little group got
together only a few months ago, they
are very professional. I want to tell
you, it is a pleasure to work with them,
particularly Charlie Flickner, Bill
Inglee, John Shank, Lori Maes, and our
CRS detail, Larry Nowels, and also to
work with Terry Peel on the minority
staff as well as Nancy Tippins on my
own staff.
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They were all very professional, and
without their professional help we
would not be here today with this bill.

Mr. Chairman, as far as I know, each
and every member of the subcommittee
supported bringing this bill to the
House floor and each and every one had
to go along with things they did not
want. This is what legislation in the
Congress is all about, compromise.

I want to thank our chairman, the
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON], for all his help at the early stage
of the process. And I appreciate the ef-
forts of my predecessor, the gentleman
from Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY], and the
ranking member of our subcommittee,
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. WIL-
SON], for their patience, understanding,
and guidance. Everything we are doing
is building on the record that the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. LIVING-
STON], made in the last Congress, along
with the former chairman, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. OBEY].

Mr. Chairman, now let me simply ad-
dress the contents of this bill. It is a
foreign aid bill for sure, but it is more
than that. It is the instrument for this
President, and any future President, to
work out foreign problems with more
than talk but less than military force.

If Members find time to look at our
committee report this weekend, I urge
them to take a close look at the gen-
eral introduction, beginning on page 3.
Those pages express better than I can
this afternoon what this bill is about
and why it is necessary.

It is the instrument for American
businesses and private groups to help
less fortunate nations develop eco-
nomically. The first items in this bill,
in title I, are for export and investment
assistance, and they are a priority for
this committee this year. The best way
to demonstrate a market economy is to
do it, and that is what our businesses
and investors enable others to do: learn
about business by buying, selling,
building, and working with American
capitalists.

Because of the budget, we have had
to reduce the more traditional types of
development assistance, particularly
when it is done through the multilat-
eral banks. The committee does pro-
tect two categories of aid: children’s
programs and efforts to fight infectious
diseases. In fact, we recommend a new
account in the Treasury to ensure that
children are protected and we continue
a vigorous fight against diseases that
affect both children and adults.

I am not sure that many American’s
are aware that our public health offi-
cials are moving towards the eradi-
cation of polio. Rotary International
has been the sparkplug of this effort,
and they have brought that to our at-
tention.

In title III of the bill we have tried to
go along with as much of the Presi-
dent’s request for military assistance
as we were able to afford. We have in-
cluded the economic support fund and
the military finance moneys that are
sufficient to fulfill the Camp David ac-
cord needs. We also went along with
the President’s Warsaw initiative to
help new democracies in Central Eu-
rope contribute to European security.

The final title, multilateral eco-
nomic assistance, has had to bear the
bulk of the reductions we made. That
is not because our subcommittee does
not appreciate what many of these
banks and agencies do, but we simply
had a higher priority on bilateral pro-
grams undertaken by our own Govern-
ment. I would note that funding for
UNICEF has been moved from title IV
to the Child Survival and Disease Pro-
grams Account in title II, at the cur-
rent level of $100 million.

The subcommittee has removed
many of the general provisions from
title V. Some of them have been picked
up in the authorization bill. Others
were no longer needed. Many of the
amendments that have been filed will
occur during consideration of the gen-
eral provisions title.

Let me close by going over a few of
the numbers. The dollar levels that the
House provides in this bill, history in-
dicates, will be very close to what the
final, enacted numbers are.

This bill is less than $12 billion in
budget authority. That is $1.5 billion
less than the current year, and almost
$10 billion less than the level of a dec-
ade ago. It is the lowest level in a dec-
ade.

At $11.99 billion, this bill is $2.8 bil-
lion less than the President’s request, a
reduction of 19 percent. that may be
the largest reduction in history. We
know it is the largest reduction within
the last two decades.

Finally, this bill is under the con-
gressional budget. In fact, it is over
$200 million under our subcommittee
allocation.

Mr. Chairman, this is a good bill. We
have tried to come up with a fair bill
and we worked hard to balance the pri-
orities of the new Republican majority
and our veteran Democratic Members.
I think we have accomplished what we
set out to do.

There will be those who will come to
the floor today and next week when we
continue this bill who will want to
spend more money on foreign aid, but I
would ask each and every one of them
to recognize the message that the
American people sent to us in Novem-
ber. They said to cut spending. They
did not say to cut spending in every
area that we deal in except foreign aid.
They said to cut everything.
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